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wa also proposed that an upper house or sscond chamber in
parliament would be empowersd to conduct public hearings inte
the appointments to confirm the suitability of the proposed
commissionars. Now, while this proposal might find favour in
due course, it clearly does not address the problem we find at
the present tima. Suggestions have bean made that an interim
body should be brought into existence to control broadcasting
during the transition phase. I pelieve that if an effort is to
be made to constitute an intearim body we might as wall make that
a parmanent one. I wish to proposa therefore that efforts be
made to lobby the government to introduce legislation, certainly
during this sessian, and prefarably before n:ﬁ Eastar recess, to
provide for the appeointment of a broadcasting authority to
regulates internal communicaticns and media and to co-ordinate
with international organisations. It should be created with a
specific responsibility to promote for all our people, access 1o
a rapid. efficimsnt, nationwide communication system with
adequate facilities at resasonable charges. I would anvisage
that the authority will regulate the usa of the mlactromagnatic
spectrum for broadcasting, including mass madia and private
radio use. The authority should be restrictec from censoring
programmes or interfering with the right of free speech except
for criminal activity as limited by specific acts of parliament.
1 suggest that the authority be based on a number of citizens to
we agreed upon, appointed by the Argsident who will be broadly
reprasentative of and acceptable to the country’s diverse

peoples. As we do not have an upper house of parliament, I would

suggest that a sub-committiea of Codesa be appainted which will
bes empowerad to conduct public hearings inte appointments to
confirm the suitability of the proposed commissioners.

This should satisfy both those who are in parliament at the
present time and those whe are not.

THE SABC : A NATIONAL BROADCASTER

clearly the role and funding of cur national broadcaster needs
tb be the subject of public discussion and debate. It
represents a substantial public asset which can be of great use
to this country in the years ioc coma. As a publicly funded
institutien, it should both be ragulated by the IBA and
responsive to public needs - far example. tha SABC will have a
grmat role to play in education and in the promotion or
presarvation of our diverse cultural heritages.

The SABC board - and perhaps the company’s management - needs to
be recrganised to be more clearly representative of South Africa
as a whole. Thers is no need to await the new South african
constitution and government before peginning the process of
meaningfully integrating this important public institution.

The SABC should rafrain from axpanding existing sarvices or
ctarting new ones at this time. fhe dominance of the national
broadcaster over the airwaves should not be growing at a time
when thas nation is considering the opening of broadcasting to
private, commercial vantures.

Clearly the msthod of funding the SABC, the TV licence fee, is
not working., and acceptable methods will have to be found to

raise much needed funds for necessary public sarvices.



