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.':l: would like to tha.rﬂc the organisers of this confarence for the
 opportinity of having this paper delivered on my behalf and that
- of the Inkatha Fre.edom Party at 'I:h:Ls mportant fcrum and w:.sh You'
- 'all well. in yonr dellberatn.ons.

g wri*-’-e as a 3ouma115t of 25 yaars standlng, as someone whc has
.- ',‘always loved her craft.

: o am mlndful . the Inkatha Freedon Party is m:.ndfu_‘l_ of what has
_-'-'happened to: the Media in Africa and elsewhere arcund the wcrld-_
BE -du:r:ing' t:.mes of” tra.nslt:.on and thereafte.r. :

- -:-".'-We bel::_ava, -rl:harefore, that noth:.ng compl:.cated needs to be saz.d:
"~ about thé role and the rights of the media in our country in the
. '-3-per:|.od of politlcal tra.nsition in which we all r:.nd ourselves.

C _'-_T.he J.ssue, in our vz_aw, should be suinmed up as . follcws.. one.'.'
@  cither 'has a free 'Press .or one doesn’t. The slightest
' . :.nfr:.ngement ‘on  that ﬁ:eedcm, restrictions however cleverly
~-.worded and with the noblest intentions -are, neve.rthelass,
_..{-'restrz.cta.cns. . . : ' '

'I‘he.re shotld ba no leg'al and other impediments on the nedia and‘ '.
thc:se th.at do exist should be dispensed with medlately.

our message 5 you. is to insist on total and absolute freedom of '

the Press. ‘Do not allow ycurselves to be used and then perhaps.
" abused by accepting self-imposed limitations now (however wall~
.- meaning they may be couched) for the ultma.ta adva.ntage of _
"""pollt:.cal parties. : . ,

"-'Itlls yo'u.r job to commmicate dj_rectly to ‘the people of Scuth"
: ‘.'.Afr:.r::a. _ c::nta_nue to do so. Don’t be man:.pulated.




'-Inka.tha does’ not believe that certa:.n sections of the media in
" this ¢ountry, or indeed certain journalists, are ethical, fair =
. .or.-responsible. The IFP has been the victim of biased and =~
- untruthful media cove.raga over a long’ per:.od of time from some-. s
' quazte::s and. we have su.fferad greatly becatise of it. '

Ha_mg been wounded by 'l:he slmgs and arrows of those in the -
| media with specific anti-Inkatha agendas, we still £ind ourselvas
. implacably opposed to political parties, as.some are now doing,
o trying to. strike deals with the media in seeking some sort of

.,‘-_acconmodat:.on dur:_ng the run-up to free and :a:!x elections :Ln
o _,_Ind.eed, Work:.r.ng Group 1 at CDDESA will no doubt be lock:.ng at tha
- role of:the media very closely. " Tt is no secret that certain
s orgam.sa.tions ean’t wait to get thelr hands .on the SABRC; others -
- may-foolishly think they.can demand equal air. tima on radio and -
o telev:_sa.on and that newspapers and magazines will give them equal’

- space” alongs:x.de ‘others.  Separate but equal time and columm

--covera.ga, perhaps" R:Lng a bell? will some ba more equal_than
-others? . i o

oo -A 1etter :anitlng ma to this conzerenc:a asked me tc- consider how .

' the ' media "as a democratic' tool"™. can play 4its role in
 facilitating -the widest possible debate and free flow of &

g __'mforma;tlon du:::mg the transxtional pa:::l.od. Thig conferenca, I
am’ told, will consider measures to promote high standards cf L
-jou.malistlc ethlcs du::ing the t:ran51t:.ona1 phase. g

Good for you! Keep it in-house! You are right. You do need td :
‘address these issues as & matter of urgency. Do something about .
your standards (at last), do something about ensuring that all:
-v:.ews are faz_rly artlc:ulated. You do it. That's yaur job c

_'You are a.lso galng to - dz.scuss the *'de—pollticisatlcn of the_-.
electronic media™. . In other words you (the media, with input-
‘frem political parties and others) are going to try to find a way

. to nobble the :SABC dﬂnocrannally and no dcub'l:. in the' be.st_' X
C mterests ot "'l:ha people. 3 - .
ara my ple.a is For reasoned’ deba.te and T attac:h as an append:x‘“i:'-,
.. to "this’ address some views with regard to. the nrmt and. e
. '_'e.lectrcnic med:.a. : L
: The‘ "steps to be taJcen" by you, as env:l_saged by the convenors of”."_
.. this :conference, shonld be extremely well: considered. .Ang . -
- whatever steps. you decide upon, -make sure. Your feet are in shoes
L ot yotn: own desx.g'n that take those steps. S




| your own plimage may be the next.
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There is a rocky road ahsad for ﬁil of us. We must all be sure-—

footed, steer our own paths if necessary. |

" Do you need politicians to tell yveu what you should do? ‘T can -

tell you how truly ghastly I think some of you are. Some of you

| .- 46 not 'desarve, I believe, the badge of honour that acclaims

‘membership Of the Press fratermity. That’s my problem. I am

- free to say so.: You are free to do something- about my concerns,
- should you wish to do so, and to keep on making my 1ife a misery,

Accordmgtosome surveys journalists are held in'low esteen by

the public in: South:Africa. I don’t have to wonder why. It has
- been my experiences that the managements of media groups hold many
of you in loW esteem too. That is another matter and egually
troubling. .. .- R L .

sOmething:.swrong butnothing can or will -ccziiri:_:_zcg_ me that any
political party has the right to go any further than asking from

you' the same standards that you yeurselves. proclaim to be your.

I have. recourse to the law, to turn to an independent judic_iary ,
~ should I believe the injury is sufficient to do so or that I have

. .. Bo.other option. You do too.

| Tities of change are alvays times of danaer.

I have ‘been mandated to sound a very big and a very loud alarm

bell at this conference. To warn of dire conseguences should you

. allow yourselves to be manipulated by the pclitiéal"'pr'oces'_:s_,

In the negotiations ahead which will bave 'far-reaching

consequences for us all, ‘the media must triumph unfettered fron

.. the power-plays: and the compromises others may have to make for
. party political. gain ar for the sake of consensus, o
The media ‘is special and it must remain so. You all must scar
- Tree and unrestrained and beyond the: grasp of endeavours to ¢lip
. your wings. ¥You are all birds of 2 different feathér but I say

‘quite simply that if you allow one of your flock to be plucke
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