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~X BOOK published

Idasa book takes Rapport prize

bv ldasa {ast vear, which breaks new
outh African history, has been awarded the 1992 Ra apport
fiction in Afrikaans.

Die Derde Oorley ieen Mapoch by journalist
Hans Plenaar traces the origins of the uprising
in KwaNdebele in the mid-1980s back to two
iwell covered up) wars between the Boer and
Ndebele people in the last century.

One of the judges, Dr Johan van Wyk of the
University of Durban-Westvilie, says
makes a significant contribution to the general
historical record in South Africa, containing
new information and analysis not reflected in

some maior English-language histories,

non-t

¢ ground in
prize for

the book

® See report on Page 5

Starved of information cbou‘r our future....

outh Africa’s constitutional future is being

tormulated virtually behind closed doors

by an uneiected leadership at the meetings
of Codesa. Most South Africans have little
knowledge, let alone critical understanding, of
the whole process of constitutional negotiations
which is taking place at the aptly chosen World
Trade Centre.

By HUGH CORDER

Some South Africans probably don’t care, but
the majority would like to be given some infor-
mation on who is deciding their future, how they
Fiierating, what they are discussing, ete,
Given the ostensible and sometimes vocal and
real commitment of most of the participating
parties to democracy and the goal of the entire
enterprise - a democratic SA - the fact that even
the literate and interested public is starved of
information is nothing short of scandalous.

How has the situation come about? [ would suggest
that there are two main groups of culprits, each of which
is unconcerned about this matter for 3 range of diverse
TEASONS.

The first group consists of the media - both written
and spoken. One of the founding pillars of democrac v is
the accountability of the governors to their subjects,
Between popular elections, the chief means through
which accountability is sought is through the public’s

right to know what kind of people are
in government, what powers they
exercise, what policies they pursue
and s0 on,

Crucial to the right to know is an
openness of approach by the powertul
and the duty of the media is to inform
the public. In a country in which
roughly hmr the aduit popuiation can-
not read or write and the electronic

battery of media.. but most of South Africa remains ignorant of the negotiation process,

Ker 0sIerames.

media are funded by the public, a spe-
clal responsibility rests on the SABC's
television and radio services. The
SABC's performance has been poor.
Apart from full coverage of the two
plenary sessions, reporting of Codesa
has been sporadic, uneven, boring and
unsophisticated, [t appears that many
of those involved with the news
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4 but these are anly dzscuss;tms about transi.
- tional arrangements,” for the shape of those
-plans will have & copsidersble influence on
the final i constitutional form. In addition,

van die orskuld en gosie bedoelings van my
sending en word ek toegelaat om weer te

vert mi: Zambié toe. (Die tyd begroot vir -

Malawi was om).
‘Op pad terug na die grezispﬁs maal die
- woorde van ‘n keiner in die hotet die vorige
~aand deur my kop: “Ons is onfevrede en

q»}&sazté;g emdat ons Tiks mag ¢ nis, ons |

- het geen geld nje; die regering het al die
o geld, die moeilikheid gaan oor demokrasie.”
Herning Myburg is streekdirektear van

Edasa in die Viystaat.
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Ge-and pub i ser-

Codesa is apparently drawing up a list of

- constitutional principles shich will fort the

building blocks of the future constifution
and bill of vights,
It is not good enough that seme clever

- public relations agency be called in; once the
‘talking is over, to sell the final product to the
- people before an election for & constituent

assembly: The future electorate fras a right to
know what is going on, and to be kept

ignorant electorate ¢
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 Bo-sorte way &

informed by intelligent and critical public
commentary. I this dees not seeur. the
finished product will have htille chance of
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a country which knows only au@%%arsfarlan
violence as a means of pc}iztzaai expres»
sicin

There are many more mechamsms ?&hi{tf&
could be imaginatively explored. The first
steps need to be taken urgently to iriform the
public. An z‘zninfc‘;med sotiétv é‘a‘én‘not be

etféciwe

Prof Corder is » member of the Civil Rights
League and 4 lecturer in the Departinent of
Public Law at the University of Cipe Town.




