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Mr 1. H. Steyn,
Chairman,

3.4, Hedia Counzil,
P.0. Box 822,

CAPE TOWN,

8000

Dear Sir,

I write o you on behalf of the Interim Committas of the Save the
Presa campaign in the Tranavaal, representing a wide range of media
erganisations and individual Journalists. We ars taking the unu=sual
stap of writing to you bHecauss we are extremely concarned about the
implications of your rassnt Judgement in the matter between %tha South
African Police and The Star concerning  the interpretation of tha

NPU/SAP Agreemant.

wnilst we sppreciaste your important comments on the Emergency Madia
Begulations, and your ecall for them to bha iifted, you have negated the
value of such an important meswsage in the rest of your ruling.

Wa bLaileve you hava made use of an sxtramely narrow and restrictive
intarprestation of the agresment, one we are unsble Yo aceapt. 1t must
be asmphasised that the agesament smpowsrs ths policea to do ne mors
than request that information not be putlished or that publication ba
delaysd, and that it ia wholly unpeasonable %o expeet tha prega o
comply with such & request unlags it is fully and preparly motlvated,
and manifestly in the public intersat. We balieve that in the abaenca
of #guch axceptionel circumstancss, a great desl of importance muszit he
attached to the right of the press to publish.

The root of the problsnm, howsver, lles in the sgreemant itsslf, We
belisve that the Judgament has asrved ta nighlight the fact that the
agraemant 1s outdeted, discriminratory, prejudicial to the right to
publish, and in need of sericus reconsideratinn. It is outdsted in
the senss that 1%t takes no  account of the changing political
clrcumstances  *hat have lesd to s much grapter publie demsnd for
information about the activities of +tha golice, It alan takas no
gucount of the fact that many aEdspapers are not{ uembars of ths NPU,
and are therefors entiraely exeluded from the privileges accordsed to
KPU membsrs in tha sgresment, Ths agrevment axpreasaly states that a
Jeurnaliat whe is not in physical posgsession of & wvalid press card
shouid have "no claim to any information”, and such 2 prese card is
only avallable to journalists who work onm NPU  nember pagars. This
clause allows the pollce to uss tha agresmant 1o actively bleok tha
“altsrnative press™  from  aormal  channels  of information -~  an
anachronistic and extremsly undesirable altuation,
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Farthermors, the agresment allows tha police to discriminates evaen
among  journalisis who work on NPU newIpADSers. The Commissionar of
Police is  givenm scle powsr ta  award apezisal accreditation
Jovrnalists of 4is choice, who are the only wnag to have access
foonfidential or sensitive information'. %e bellevs that it iz a
grave error for the preas to allow the Commizaioner nf Police to
galect whilch fournaliste he desls with and give him the power to
refuse to deal with anyone he diglikes.

We beliasve that ag s matter of urgency the NPU/SAP agreement should he
raviswed, We urge you and all the parties to the agrasment o
initists euzh a reviaw and help ensure that a mora equitable and
up~to-dats undsrstending can be achieved.

Yours sincersly,

ANTON HARBEY
o behalf of THE SaVE THT PRESS INTERTM GOMMITTRE

T.C. 0 By T. P €. Coeigar, Alternate Chairman, Media Council
Hr J. C, Vi sers, Caps Timss Zditor
Mr J. Buttsll, Chalrman of ths NPU
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General H. D, Stadler, Head of the Pubilic Relations Bivialon,
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